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Sunday, November 2, is All Saint’s Sunday. This is the single day each year 
when we remember during worship those in our number who have died since 
this time last year. We speak their names, ring a chime, and light a candle as 
we remember their gifts to us all. Most importantly, we remember that they 
are now part of the Church Triumphant, those who have died and now live 
with Christ eternally. This year we include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also during this service, Pastor Alison will be installed as First English’s 
Associate Pastor! We look forward to the gifts she will bring our community as 
she is called to be among us as we serve, celebrate, and partner together for 
ministry in God’s world. We encourage you to stick around after worship to 
help us welcome Pastor Alison at the reception.  

Tony Haga 
1944-2025 

Duane Holt 
1941-2024 

Marland Husaby 
1931-2025 

Doris Landon 
1926-2025 

Kathy Niebeling 
1939-2025 

Cheryl Novotny 
1944-2025 

Jim Pagel 
1952-2025 

Jerry Serres 
1967-2025 

Arletta Soule 
1930-2025 

Marlene Ulrich 
1937-2025 

Sheila Wrobleski 
1971-2025 

We Remember... 

Coming Sunday, November 2 
All Saints’ Sunday & Pastor Alison‘s Installation 
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People of FELC, 

We are so thankful that Pastor Alison has officially 
joined our community! She will be serving as Associate 
Pastor at First English, and I will continue serving as 
Lead Pastor, doing the same things I have been doing, 
while keeping my emphasis on administration, worship leadership, 
confirmation and high school youth, etc. Pastor Alison will start supplementing 
our visitation, worship, Sunday School, and prayer ministries to name a few. I 
look forward to collaborating with Pastor Alison as we work to empower the 
many fruitful ministries of First English. The more we work together, the more 
we will learn where each other’s gifts can best serve.  

I hope you will help me welcome Pastor Alison in these next months and take 
opportunities to better get to know her. Any time I had the chance to share a 
meal or beverage with you out in the community made it so much easier for 
me to feel connected to this community, especially when I first started. In 
November and December, Pastor Alison and I will be at Cannon Belles from 
11am to 12:30pm on Mondays. I hope this will be an opportunity for many of 
you to swing by and get to know Pastor Alison a little better. Hope to see you 
there! 

I continue to be proud of the ministry we are doing together. When you show 
up and get involved, it makes all of the difference – both in the community and 
in our church. People notice when you show up, and it has a very real and 
positive impact on our community. As we look to the future, especially during 
this stewardship and budget season, I hope you will prayerfully consider how 
you want to invest in this church. Will you show up to worship when you can? 
Will you join a ministry team for the first time? Will you sign up for online 
giving to help regularly support our vibrant ministries? Will you invest in this 
community in a way that keeps yourself more engaged and increases the 
possibilities for how we can better live out the gospel?  

I have so much gratitude for all of you! The ways you show up and give of 
yourselves, your time and your treasures. Pray always and do not lose heart! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Luke 

Note from the Pastor 

CHURCH OFFICE   
   507-263-3042 

Office Hours:   
      M-F, 9 am - 3:30 pm 

E-Mail:         info@firstenglishchurch.com 
Website:     www.firstenglishchurch.com  
Pastor:            Luke Hollander 

507-218-1311 
lukeh@firstenglishchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:     Alison Bondy 
507-263-3042  

alisonb@firstenglishchurch.com 
Treasurer:    Phyllis Althoff 

  
phyllisalthoff@gmail.com   

Fin. Sec./Admin. Asst.:    Kathy Ehlers 
507-263-3042 

kathye@firstenglishchurch.com 
Organist:           Deb Stark 

651-258-4332 507-649-2733 
debs@firstenglishchurch.com 

Choir Director:    Jill Serres 
   507-649-0851

 jserres@mac.com  

Bell Choir Director:  Jane Peterson 
   507-263-4148  

janerichard@mchsi.com 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President       Bill Peterson 

612-325-3667  
bipet001@gmail.com 

Vice-President   Phil Jacobson 
jacobsonphilip84@gmail.com 

Secretary    Diane Johnson 
dcjohnson1000@att.net 

Phyllis Althoff  Julie Gergen 
Scott Johnson  Kelly Miller 
Austin Noble   Anne Shoemaker 
Amanda Thompson Carna Visagie 

 

FOUNDATION BOARD 
Barb Elias   Denise Holz 
Dean Kautz   Tiffany Kiffmeyer 
Emily Spicer   Kathy Swanson 
 

 

Visit our Website 
for Updates!

www.firstenglishchurch.com 

PASTOR LUKE 
lukeh@firstenglishchurch.com  

507.218.1311 

L IVE STREAMING WORSHIP SERVICES  
The livestream of our 9 am worship 

service is available on YouTube via our 
website, www.firstenglishchurch.com 
And aired on the local HBC Channel 12 

(check local listing for schedule)  
& MediaCom cable channel 12  

(11 am on Tuesday, 3 pm Wednesday, 

and 4:30 pm on Saturday) 

mailto:felccf@frontiernet.net
mailto:felccf@frontiernet.net
mailto:jserres@mac.com
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Eagle project Landscaping underway at FELC 
This past month, our own William Holz began his Eagle Project, a service leadership project to benefit the community.  
This will be one of his final steps to becoming an Eagle Scout. William made a detailed landscaping plan and budget 
which he presented to the Church Council last month. This included a butterfly garden in the southwest corner of our 
property as well as updating the front of our church property. Thank you William for considering First English and for 
making our grounds beautiful.  

Hello First English Lutheran Church! I am your new Associate Pastor, Alison Bondy, and I’m so 
excited to begin doing ministry with all of you! I come from Eagan, one of the southern suburbs 
of St. Paul and I grew up in Brooklyn Center, one of the northernmost suburbs of Minneapolis. 
My spouse, Tess Panamarow, is also a pastor. She works at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in 

Inver Grove Heights. We have a little dog named, “Peanut” who thinks she’s a German 
Shepherd, although she is actually a Chihuahua/Jack Russel Terrier mix!  

My former church was St. Luke Lutheran Church. I worked there for eight years during which time I 
was involved in bible studies, teaching, preaching, visitation, organizing volunteers, writing Sunday School curriculum, 
leading worship, putting together worship services, and working with all the musicians. The position was a good fit for 
me while I was in seminary, but God has now called me to be your Associate Pastor and I’m so grateful! Please 
introduce yourself to me and I’ll do my very best to remember your name. Perhaps we can even go for coffee or ice 
cream sometime! 

Welcome Pastor Alison! 

Pastor Alison gives her first children’s message here during the October 26 Reformation Sunday service. 
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Youth Program Updates 

Confirmation & High School Youth Group 
October was a busy month for our confirmation students! New students joined our program every Wednesday night. 
We have enjoyed Dudley’s Pizza, learned about Martin Luther and the Reformation, had lots of fun, and worshiped 
together. Additionally, Confirmation and High School youth participated in the Fields of Faith Event on October 8. 

In November, Confirmation and High School youth will have opportunities to participate with Saint Ansgar’s youth in a 
couple of wonderful programs. We continue to grow in our understanding that spiritual well-being and faith are multi-
faceted, and programs like these will help us on our spiritual journeys. On Wednesday, November 5, NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) will lead an interactive class entitled “Breaking Down Barriers to Mental Health.” On 
Wednesdays, November 12 and 19, Kathy Chatelaine, our Assistant to the Bishop for Global Ministry, will lead the 
“Migrant’s Journey” program. We will learn about the importance of global relationships and service opportunities, 
and more. These programs will be for both Confirmation and High School Youth Group students.  

On Saturday, November 8, Confirmation and High School youth are encouraged to participate in the Cannon Falls Feed 
My Starving Children Mobile Pack event. Service is an important part of our faith lives, and Jesus was known for 
feeding people. There are two shifts: 8-10am and 11am-1pm. We still need volunteers in both, but especially the 
second shift. You can sign up online or contact Denise Jacobson to get signed up. 

Sunday School 
We have an excellent group of Sunday School teachers leading our kiddos in Sunday School 
this year! Preschoolers to 5th grade students are having fun and learning about the Bible 
most Sundays. If you have kids in this age range, please show up to be a part of this great 
ministry.  

In November, we will be focusing on these stories: Zacchaeus, The Sadducee’s Question, and 
God’s Love is Forever. Then we will be transitioning into our Christmas Program practice. November 23 will be the first 
rehearsal – please have your kids show up on this Sunday if they would like a speaking part. There will be opportunities 
for all of our Sunday School kids to participate in this interactive program. The Christmas Program will take place on 
Sunday, December 21, during worship.  

Confirmation and high school youth participated in the Fields of Faith Event on October 8. 



New Baby?  
We want to know! 

Are you expecting a child through 
birth or adoption? Do you have a new 
infant at home? In these sacred times 
of welcoming a baby, First English 
Lutheran Church is here for you. We 
have resources to support the whole 
family and look forward to 
connecting with you! Contact our 
office for more information. 
For baptism requests, please fill out 
the Baptism Request form found on 
our website at 
www.firstenglishchurch.com.   

Women of FELC 
Gathering 

And Bible Study 
The next gathering of the Women  

of FELC group will be held on Tuesday, 
November 11 at 10 am in the Family 
Room. Join them for fellowship and 

bible study!  

Cannon Falls Food Shelf  
For over 25 years, the volunteers of the Cannon Falls Food Shelf has 
devoted their energy to passionately advocating for the needs of our 
community family.   
 

Consider donating funds or food to 
restock the shelves for our 

community today. 
 

The Cannon Falls Food Shelf is run by a local volunteer board and is 
not under the administration of First English Lutheran Church. 

Tax ID# is 30-0221349. 
Contact Info: 507-819-0236, cannonfallsfoodshelf70@gmail.com 

Hours: 
Thursdays 3-6 pm  

Closed on Thanksgiving 
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2026 Summer Camp! 
Good Earth Village is our area 
Lutheran Bible Camp. Pastor Luke 
serves on their Program Committee 
and is an advocate for their 

wonderful ministries! Camping Ministries are often formational in the spiritual 
development of our youth. We hope to lead a confirmation camp at Good 
Earth Village next summer and that youth from First English will start signing 
up for the multitude of their summer ministry offerings.  

November 5, 2025 is the Good Earth Village will release their 2026 schedule, 
and December 7, 2025 is Sign -Up Sunday when you can register for camp at a 
VERY discounted rate. For more information, please go to 
www.goodearthvillage.org or talk to Pastor Luke. 

http://www.firstenglishchurch.com
http://www.goodearthvillage.org


FELC OFFICE HOURS 
Our church office hours are 

Monday-Friday,  
9 am-Noon, 1-3:30 pm 

Closed on Thursday, November 27, 
and Friday, November 28, for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday.  
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CONVERSATIONS FALL 
SCHEDULE 
In August, this fall’s Faith and Life 
Conversations topics and schedule 
were developed.  

Below in the schedule for our 
upcoming conversations.  
Nov 9 So What’s the Difference? 

Part 1, based on the book by 
Fritz Ridenour, led by Sandy 
Meglic. 

Nov 16  So What’s the Difference?  
Part 2, led by Sandy Meglic. 

Dec 7 Historic Overview of Cannon 
Falls Churches, led by Jody 
Sjoblom and Brian McDonald. 

Join us in the Family Room after 
worship on any or all of these dates! 
The next planning meeting will be 
held in December for future topics. 

In addition, there will be a Quilt Drawing 
Fundraiser for the Cannon Falls Feed My 
Starving Children Event. Donate to purchase 
a ticket for the drawing. $5 for 1 Ticket, $10 
for 3 tickets, $20 for 6 tickets, and $30 for 7 
tickets and a t-shirt. The drawing will be held 
at 4 pm on Saturday, November 8. You do 
not need to be present to win. Contact 
Denise Jacobson with any questions about 
the Feed My Starving Children event. 

Handmade 
60”X 62” Quilt 

Veterans 
Veterans Day November 11, 2025 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Like Us on 
Facebook! 

The First English Lutheran Church Council met at their scheduled meeting on 
October 16, 2025. Here are some highlights. 

Approved September 18, 2025, council minutes. 

Received Pastor Hollander’s written report and comments. 

Approved Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit. 

Approved Personnel Policy Manual. 

Stewardship campaign: Pr. Hollander is lining up people to share their stories; 
will have formal asks; remind people that costs are going up (for supplies, 
utilities, youth, etc); distribute 2026 pledge cards.  

Pr. Hollander and Finance Committee are working on 2026 Budget. 

Approved categorizing vacation time and sick leave (ESST) separately for 
Administrative Assistant in 2026 budget. 

Approved donating $1,250 each from 2025 “Other Benevolence” to Good 
Earth Village, LSS, Good Sam Fund, and Jesus Driven. 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner (sponsored by CCIC): Phyllis Althoff and Bill 
Peterson volunteered to recruit a team from First English to deliver meals on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Welcome committee is planning special reception for Pr. Alison Bondy 
following her formal installation on Sunday, November 2.  Suggested other 
ways of welcoming her to our congregation and community, including hosting 
smalls groups in homes or inviting her to join us at Cannon Belles, etc. 

Foundation 
- Approved $1,000 scholarship to 3rd year college student Tristan Qualey. 
- Approved remaining 2024 interest income (approximately $1,500) for 
youth programs (Sunday School and confirmation). 
- Amanda Thompson, Kelly Brintnall-Miller, and Bill Peterson will review 
Foundation scholarship policy and bring recommendation to Council. 

Constitution amendments approved by ELCA will be voted on at January 
annual meeting. 

Food Shelf board meet on October 15 and approved Lease agreement with 
start date of January 1. They also voted to contribute $2,500 to FELC in 2025 
and $2,500 in 2026. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Johnson 

Next Council Meeting: 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 
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Thanksgiving 
Community 

Dinner 
Who:  Cannon Falls Community 
When:  Thursday, November 27 
  11:30 am–1 pm 
Where:  St. Pius V Church  
  410 Colvill St W 
  Cannon Falls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Community Churches Interaction 
Council is excited to invite the 
Cannon Falls community to a special 
Thanksgiving dinner at St. Pius! 
There is no cost, but free-will 
donations are accepted. If you need a 
meal to be delivered because you are 
unable to attend at the church, 
please contact St Ansgar’s church 
office at 507-263-3645 by Thursday, 
November 20. We kindly ask only one 
meal person. Take-out meals will not 
be available. 
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NOVEMER 2025 
NOV 2, SUN  ALL SAINT’S DAY 
9 am  Communion Worship and Installation 

of Pastor Alison 
 Welcome Reception after Worship 
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Classes 
NOV 3, MON  
11 am-12:30 pm  Pastor’s Meet and Greet 

at Cannon Belles 
NOV 5, WEDS  
1 pm  Staff Meeting 
6 pm  Confirmation Supper and Class 
7:30 pm  Wednesday Worship 
NOV 6, THU   
3-6 pm  CF Food Shelf 
NOV 9, SUN   
9 am Worship 
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Classes & 
 Faith and Life Conversations 
NOV 10, MON  
11 am-12:30 pm  Pastor’s Meet and Greet 

at Cannon Belles 
NOV 11, TUES   
10 am  Women’s Group Gathering and 

Bible Study 
NOV 12, WEDS  
1 pm  Staff Meeting 
6 pm  Confirmation Supper  
6:30 pm  Confirmation Class at St. Ansgar's 
No Wednesday Worship 
NOV 13, THU   
3-6 pm  CF Food Shelf 
NOV 16, SUN   
9 am  Communion Worship 
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Classes and 

Faith & Life Conversations 
NOV 17, MON  
11 am-12:30 pm  Pastor’s Meet and Greet 

at Cannon Belles 
NOV 19, WEDS  
1 pm  Staff Meeting 
6 pm Confirmation Supper and Classes 
7:30 pm Wednesday Worship 
NOV 20, THU   
3-6 pm  CF Food Shelf 
6 pm  Church Council Meeting 
NOV 23, SUN   

9 am  Worship 
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Christmas 

Program Practice 
NOV 24, MON  
11 am-12:30 pm  Pastor’s Meet and Greet 

at Cannon Belles 
NOV 26, WEDS  
1 pm  Staff Meeting 
No Confirmation or Wednesday Worship 
NOV 27, THU  THANKSGIVING  
Church Office Closed 
CF Food Shelf Closed 
NOV 28, FRI   
Church Office Closed 
NOV 29, SAT   
3 pm  Prep for Deck the Falls Parade 
NOV 30, SUN   

9 am  Worship 
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Christmas 

Program Practice 

It has been a great year at First English! We continue to have students join our 
Wednesday night Confirmation program, our baptism numbers continue to be 
high, and new folks are participating in worship, all while sustaining the 
legacies of families that have been engaged here for decades.  

Over the next four weeks, members will be sharing stories about what it 
means to be a part of this community. In these stories, we will hear about the 
Spirit’s work in relationship, community, and discipleship. The possibilities of 
what comes next are exciting, and the more we invest in the future of this 
place, both with our financial gifts and spiritual gifts, the more incredible 
stories we will create together.  

You are invited to help God’s people grow in their relationship with Jesus 
through the use of the time, talents, and finances God has entrusted to you. 
Please fill out a Pledge Form as a sign of your commitment to this ministry and 
to help us plan. Additionally, consider regular online giving to help sustain us. 
Contact the church office if you need help to set this up or need a Direct Debit 
Authorization Form. 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 


