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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Good People of First English,

Division and fear are right in our faces here in
Minnesota these days. In times of division, relationship
is the ground where wounds can be named and healing
begins. When we commit to being present with one another—listening
without immediate judgment, asking honest questions, and bearing one
another’s burdens—we create a space where fear and isolation give way to
empathy. Shared stories make that presence tangible: they reveal not just
positions but humanity, histories, and hurts. Hearing someone’s story helps
break down abstractions and stereotypes, and reminds us that our neighbors
are complex and beloved.

Stories and shared experiences invite vulnerability, which softens defensive
postures and makes it possible to admit harm, repent, and offer forgiveness.
This is a big part of the Lenten journey. | hope our community can share
stories this Lent in order to help us remember our shared values in the gospel
and to imagine common futures rather than simply entrenching differences. In
this way, relationships and storytelling become practices of resilience—tools
that help a divided people repair trust, renew hope, and pursue justice
together

Below are short, focused prompts members can use to write their own stories
during Lent. We are looking for five stories to be shared during worship on
Wednesdays during Lent and at least six written stories that could be turned
into a devotional. The stories about one specific moment or memory are
suggested to be 250-1,000 words in length and includes how faith shaped the
moment and a simple takeaway.

1. A Season of Letting Go — Describe something you surrendered (habit,
hurt, expectation) and how releasing it opened space for God or new life.

2. The Day | Changed My Mind — Tell about a moment you shifted in belief
or behavior because of faith, and what led to that change.

3. A Small Act, Big Grace — Share a simple act of kindness you received or
gave that felt like God’s presence.

4. Wilderness Time — Recall a difficult, lonely, or uncertain period and how
prayer, scripture, or community sustained you.

5. A Lenten Practice That Stuck — Describe a spiritual practice you tried for
Lent (fasting, silence, service) and what it revealed.

6. Unexpected Forgiveness — Tell of receiving or offering forgiveness and
how it transformed relationships or your heart.

7. A Question | Can’t Put Away — Share a faith question or doubt that
troubles you and how it has led you to engage in your faith in a new way.

8. Meeting Christ in the Ordinary — Describe encountering God in a routine
place (work, home, commute) and what you noticed.

The First Edition Page 2


mailto:felccf@frontiernet.net
mailto:felccf@frontiernet.net
mailto:jserres@mac.com

Continued from previous page...

9. From Ashes to Hope — Recall a time of loss or failure and how you may
have discovered new life and hope in its midst.

10. A Scripture That Changed Me — Name a Bible verse that guided you
and tell the story of how it did.

11. Serving Side-by-Side — Share a memory of serving with others and how
that community reflected Jesus.

12. A Prayer Answered Differently Than | Expected — Describe a prayer
you thought would be answered one way but was answered in another, and
what you learned.

If you have a story about one or more of these prompts, please email me at
lukeh@firsterenglishchurch.com or send a letter to the church office.

Pastor Luke

PASTOR ALISON

alisonb@firstenglishchurch.com

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

TRIVIA CHALLENGE — There will be an
intergenerational Trivia Team Challenge on Sunday,
February 22" after worship. This game will include
trivia that represents all age groups so your team
should include elders, adults, teens, and little ones.

The sign-up for TEAMS is located at the Welcome Desk. Please consider
joining this fun event. The winning team will get a special prize as well as
“Bragging Rights!”

LENT STARTS IN THIS MONTH

Mark your calendars for this
year’s Ash Wednesday services
on February 18 at 2pm and
7pm. Then on each Wednesday
during Lent, join us for soup
suppers at 6pm followed by
worship at 7pm.

Easter is on Sunday, April 5.

We will have two services, one
at 8am and another at 10:30am.
Come and celebrate with us!
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The Faith and Life Conversations
group will meet again after worship
service starting on Sunday, February
1. We'll experience what it means to
begin to write your own faith story.

Here is the list of topics for the rest
of the program year.
Sunday, February 1
A Somali Immigrant’s Experience
Facilitated by Sayid Ahmed Hassan

Sunday, February 15
Faith Journey Story Telling
Facilitated by Pastors
Sunday, March 1
Dealing with Grief
Facilitated by Kay Sabin
Sunday, March 15
Friends of Haruma
Facilitated by Pastor Chris Smith
Sunday, April 19
Friends of San Lucas Update
Facilitated by Bill Peterson

Sunday, May 3
All About Coffee
Facilitated by Jeremy Irrthum

WOmMeEN OF FELC

GATHERING
AND BIBLE STUDY

Keep your eyes and ears open for
information about the Women’s Bible
Study. We’ll begin again on the
second Tuesday of the month,
February 10 at 10 am in the Family
Room.
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Our children sang during worship on
Sunday, January 18.

NEW BABY? THIS MONTH’S YOUTH PROGRAM UPDATES
We want to know! | @SR gnpay SCHOOL SCHEDULE

Are you expecting a child through
Sunday School activities are scheduled after worship.

birth or adoption? Do you have a new
infant at home? In these sacred times Please note the following schedule for the remainder
of the 2025-26 program year.

of welcoming a baby, First English
Lutheran Church is here for you. We
have resources to support the whole
family and look forward to

February 1  Lesson: The Disciples
February 8  Lesson: The Beatitudes
February 15 No Sunday School

connecting with you! Contact our February 22 INTERGENERATIONAL ACTIVITY — TRIVIA
office for more information.

For baptism requests, please fill out March 1 Lesson: Jesus Tempted

the Baptism Request form found on March 8 Lesson: God’s Promise to Abraham

our website at March 15 No Sunday School
www.firstenglishchurch.com. March 22 INTERGENERATIONAL ACTIVITY

March 29 Palm Sunday (Children invited to process into worship)
No Sunday School

April 5 Easter  No Sunday School
April 12 Lesson: Prodigal Son
April 19 Lesson: Empty Tomb and learn song for April 26

April 26 Children sing during Worship/Fellowship time after Worship
May 3 End of Year Celebration

FELC OFFice Hours

Our church office hours are A

Monday-Friday, ~ WASHWEDNESDAY

9 am-Noon, 1-3:30 pm BEGINS THE SEASON OF LENT
Closed on Monday, February 16.
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH PROGRAM UPDATES

Seven high school youth joined Pastor Luke on Saturday, January 24, for a lock
-in at the church. They had lots of fun playing games, eating food, and even
getting in a late night “nap.” Our goal is to continue to create a community
where high school youth feel at home at our church. Thanks to all who
participated, especially Denise Jacobson who volunteered to be the second
chaperone.

High school youth continue to be invited to join us on Wednesday nights for
youth group! They are invited to grab pizza at 6pm, then head downstairs to
check-in, play some games, and reflect with Pastor Luke on the day's
“lesson” (for lack of a better word). Thanks also to Denise Holt who is now
helping with youth group.

CONFIRMATION UPDATES

We are getting back into the swing of Confirmation by focusing on our
Lutheran identity this season. Confirmation classes are focusing on
justification by faith, grace, the cross and more as we learn together what it
means to be Lutheran. We continue to have fun, ask questions together, eat
pizza, and be in community. A couple of schedule highlights for the month of
February:

February 11 — there will be a worship service at 7pm, so Confirmation will
likely be done closer to 7:45pm.

February 18 — Ash Wednesday so NO CONFIRMATION

February 25 — Lenten worship services begin on this Wednesday which means

soup suppers at 6pm, short confirmation class from 6:30-7pm, worship at
7pm, and Confirmation done by about 7:30pm.

2026 SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN

Good Earth Village is our area Lutheran

Bible Camp. Pastor Luke serves on their

Program Committee and is an advocate N (" 2rrn
for their wonderful ministries! Camping W ot
Ministries are often formational in the village
spiritual development of our youth. We

hope to lead a confirmation camp at Good Earth Village next summer and that
youth from First English will start signing up for the multitude of their summer
ministry offerings.

For more information, please go to www.goodearthvillage.org or talk to
Pastor Luke.

« Early Bird Discount: 10% OFF when you register by March 1
« Use code: EARLY2026

« Siblings Discount: 25% OFF
« Use code: SIBLING2026

« Multi-Week Discount: 25% OFF when registering for more than one week
«» Use code: MULTI2026
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Cannon Falls

Breakfast Club

First English will be helping to host
the Cannon Falls Breakfast Club on
these following dates — February 3,
March 3 and April 7. The breakfast
starts at 7 am at St. Ansgar’s.

The breakfast club is a place for kids
to gather in a spirit of kindness, to be
fed in word and fellowship, and grow
in their faith. For questions, contact
Pastor Luke.

108

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
€VENTS FEB 7 AND 26

Thank you to those who attended our
Family Fellowship events in December
and January . It was a great time for
fellowship where we simply got to
know one another, and we reflected
on what kind of church community we
want First English to be.

Our February events will be held—

Saturday, February 7,
from 10 to 11:30am, and
Thursday, February 26,
from 6 to 7:30pm.

Some snacks and beverages will be
available, but if you feel like bringing
anything to share, it would be
welcome! Come for as short or long as
you can!

This is a loosely organized fellowship
time, mostly intended for us to be
together and determined by the
families as the events progress.


http://www.goodearthvillage.org/
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THIS MONTH'S FOCUS—
VALENTINE GREETINGS

The Love in Outreach Team would like
to send out Valentines to our shut-ins.
The Valentine Greetings will be out on
the Welcome Desk in the Narthex on
February 1 and 8. They invite you to
sign your name on any or all the cards
or at least on the ones that display
the names of people that you know.
Thank you in advance for signing your
name!

STORH’TLLING IN LENT

This Lenten season we will have
multiple opportunities to share stories
together. As we echo the 40 days
Jesus spent fasting in the desert, we
will share in a journey of learning
about one another and growing
together in faith. During mid-week
Lenten service, we will continue to
utilize the Holden Evening Prayer
liturgy and we will hear stories of faith
from First English members.
Additionally, we hope to produce a
devotional filled with stories and
reflections from First English members
that people can take home. More
information to come! Reach out to
Pastor Luke or Pastor Alison for more
info.

FIRST ENGLISH PLANS THIRD TRIP TO GUATEMALA

Join Pastor Luke and Bill Peterson as they lead a third team from First English
on a cultural immersion trip to the western highlands of Guatemala. Our host
is “The Mission” in San Lucas Toliman, which has served the people of San
Lucas since 1963. We will learn about Mission programs, visit communities
and sacred places, and immerse ourselves in the ancient culture of the Mayan
people.

Dates of the trip are July 26 — August 1. This trip is open to participants ages
15 and up (younger if accompanied by a parent).

This is a great opportunity to learn about international development work, to
gain perspective on another culture and to experience first-hand what God is
doing in San Lucas. We will end the trip with one night in the beautiful
colonial town of Antigua.

Cost of the trip is $1500. This includes: airfare, trip insurance, ground
transportation, hotels and meals. Everything except a couple of meals and
souvenirs! Participants need valid passports (not expiring before 2027) and
must be able to walk on uneven ground.

Please contact Pastor Luke or Bill if you need financial assistance.
To register, make a $350 deposit with First English by February 1st. Group
size is limited to 12.

For questions, contact Bill at 612-325-3667 or bipet001@gmail.com. Bill is the
recently retired Executive Director of Friends of San Lucas and has led dozens
of groups to San Lucas. For more information about the Mission and Friends
of San Lucas go to: sanlucasmission.org.

Live STReAmMING UORSHIP SERVICES

The livestream of our 9 am worship
service is available on YouTube via our
website, www.firstenglishchurch.com
and aired on the local HBC Channel 12

(check local listing for schedule)
& MediaCom cable channel 12
(11 am on Tuesday, 3 pm Wednesday,
and 4:30 pm on Saturday)
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AN N
g.‘ CouNcIL HIGHLIGHTS

The First English Lutheran Church Council met at their
scheduled meeting on January 15, 2025. Here are some
highlights.

Approved agenda with additions Business/Action Items K.
Anne Shoemaker resignation; L. Friends of Haruma.

Approved December 18, 2025 council minutes.

Received written reports from Pastor Hollander and Pastor
Bondy.

Approved Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit. Phyllis
Althoff reported she is working on W-2s. Pastors are not
included in MN Paid Family & Medical Leave program.

2026 Budget with full breakdown will be presented to
congregation on January 18.

Pr. Hollander and President Peterson are planning
presentation for annual meeting.

Approved new Foundation scholarship policy. Policy will
be posted on church website. Cannon Falls High School
will advertise scholarship(s) and include link to FELC
website.

Council will return to meeting on 2nd Thursdays of the
month at 6:00 pm.

Pr. Hollander presented 2025 written report on
Community Church Interaction Council (CCIC).

We will have training for new council members at
February meeting, including worship and committee
participation, offering, sharing names and “what | wished |
knew.”

Pr. Hollander is recruiting people for Lenten storytelling.
Council members shared reflections on 2025.
Discussed possible response to ICE activity - compassion

Organist search continues. Thanks to Kathy llla and Pr.
Bondy for covering music during worship.

Approved accepting, with regret, resignation of Anne
Shoemaker from church council.

Pr. Bondy presented information on Friends of Haruma.
Coordinator Pr. Chris Smith will preach at FELC on Sunday,
March 15, and lead the conversation in Faith and Life.
Discussion about possible ways of supporting the mission
— free will offering, church providing matching funds, etc.
Noted that we need to be careful of asking too much. This
will be discussed further at the February meeting.

Austin Noble reported for Property Team:

1. Sunday School parents and others are working to
create a gathering spot for parents in lower level
Sunday School large room. Property authorized up to
$2,000 (out of 2026 budget) for paint, furniture, and
other supplies. Volunteers are doing the work.

2. Council authorized sale of 21 small benches ($10
each) and hiring dumpster for clean out (for entire
building).

3. Approved replacement of old water heater (installed
2001) with new 50 gallon one from Cannon Valley
Mechanical at a cost of approximately $1,900.00
installed.

4. Food shelf area furnace (installed 1986): May be time
to replace; may want to extend heating ducts to
include north end of food shelf area and possibly
north entryway lower level.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Johnson

All are welcome to attend council meetings. If you would
like copies of the documents, please let us know.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
Thursday, February 12, 2026
at 6 pm
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FeBRUARY 2026

FEB 1, SUN

9 am Communion Worship

10:15-10:45 am Sunday School and
Faith and Life Conversations

FEB 4, WEDS

6 pm Confirmation Supper & Classes

FEB 5, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

FEB 7, SAT

10 am Family Fellowship

FEB 8, SUN

9 am Worship

10:15-10-45 am Sunday School

FEB 10, TUES

10 am Women’s Group Gathering
and Bible Study

FEB 11, WEDS

6 pm Confirmation Supper & Classes

7 pm Prayer Service

FEB 12, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

6 pm Church Council Meeting

FEB 15, SUN

9 am Communion Worship

10:15-10:45 am Faith and Life
Conversations

FEB 16, MON

Church Office Closed

FEB 18, WEDS ASH WEDNESDAY

2 pm & 7 pm Ash Wednesday

Worship

FEB 19, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

FEB 22, SUN

9 am Worship

10:15-10-45 am Intergenerational
Sunday School

FEB 25, WEDS

6 pm Soup Supper & Confirmation
Classes

7 pm Lenten Service

FEB 26, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

6 pm Family Fellowship
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FELC HOSTS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

On Sunday, January 25, we held our annual congregational meeting. Thanks
to all who participated! We reflected on how we have grown into a stronger
community when more volunteers are engaged in meaningful ministry, when
worship both inspires us and challenges us, when our programs respond to
the needs of the community, when our staff meets the needs of our church,
and when we trust where the Spirit is leading us and how the gospel grounds

us in our ministry.

We also celebrated the opportunities that come with more families attending
church, and acknowledged the growth in budget to meet the increasing costs
of our times and having two full-time pastors. Then 2026 budget was

approved. A more detailed budget reviewal was held a week prior on January

18 after worship.

To conclude, we thanked Phil Jacobson for his service on council who led as
Council President for two years and served as the head of Pastor Luke’s Call
Committee. We voted Julie Gergen and Diane Johnson into their second

council term, and new council members Jami Reinhard, John Peterson, and

Jared Woodward.

If you have any questions about the annual meeting or annual report, please

talk to Pastor Luke or anyone on the Council.




