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FELC OFFice Hours

Our church office hours are
Monday-Friday,
9 am-Noon, 1-3:30 pm

Closed on Holidays
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;'fgr-?. Lutheran Church

SEpTEMBER 2025

GODS WORK, OUR HANDS SERVICE DAY SEPT 7

This year, the annual God’s Work, Our Hands day of service will be held on
Sunday, September 7 after worship. This day is an opportunity to celebrate
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. A special brunch will be served
during fellowship to send you off for success on these projects!

Here is a list of projects we need your help with. These include—

e Yard Clean-Up at the LSS House

e Cleaning Community Members Windows

e Making Fleece Blankets for Our Graduating Students
e Yard Clean-up Outside the Church

e Coloring Personal Cards-Youth Project

e Sing-along at Cannon Rivers

e Interviewing Community Residents

e Serving and Clean-up of the Brunch

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in
every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace. You can sign up on our website at
www.firstenglishchurch.com or on the sign-up sheets in the Narthex.

Join us on this day of service!

God’s work. Our hands.
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September 7, 2025

511 W Belle St Cannon Falls MN 55009
507-263-3042 www.firstenglishchurch.com




CHURCH OFFICe

507-263-3042
Office Hours:

M-F, 9 am - 3:30 pm
info@firstenglishchurch.com
www.firstenglishchurch.com

Luke Hollander

507-218-1311

lukeh @firstenglishchurch.com
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES:

TBD

Phyllis Althoff

E-Mail:
Website:
PASTOR:

TREASURER:

phyllisalthoff@gmail.com

FIN. SEC./ADMIN. ASST.: Kathy Ehlers
507-263-3042
kathye@firstenglishchurch.com

Deb Stark
651-258-4332  507-649-2733
debs@firstenglishchurch.com
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Jill Serres
507-649-0851
jserres@mac.com
Jane Peterson
507-263-4148
janerichard@mchsi.com

CHURCH COUNCIL

President

ORGANIST:

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR:

Bill Peterson

612-325-3667
bipet001@gmail.com
Vice-President Phil Jacobson
jacobsonphilip84@gmail.com

Secretary Diane Johnson
dcjohnson1000@att.net

Phyllis Althoff Julie Gergen

Scott Johnson Kelly Miller

Austin Noble Anne Shoemaker

Amanda Thompson Carna Visagie

FOUNDATION BOARD

Barb Elias Denise Holz
Dean Kautz Tiffany Kiffmeyer
Emily Spicer Kathy Swanson

VISIT OUR WeEBSITE
FOR UPDATES!

www.firstenglishchurch.com

PASTOR Luke
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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

People of FELC,

San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala

It is hard to believe that it has already been three
months since our service and learning trip to
Guatemala. After two trips, | now have a much clearer
sense of what these trips can mean for our community and how we might
benefit from a continued partnership with the Mission in San Lucas Toliman. |
can say with confidence that this is a safe trip and one that has so much value.
My biggest take-away is that this is an incredible opportunity for our church to
have a shared experience outside of our day-to-day living, where we can learn
about how God works through the people of San Lucas Toliman who live in a
vastly different culture and community. | am so excited about the possibilities
of continued partnership with this mission and to see how serving alongside
Guatemalans and developing relationships with them might transform our
church.

Our plan is that the next trip will be in the summer of 2026, likely the last week
of July or the first week of August. And our hope is that this will be an
intergenerational trip focused onan [ Y.
incredible opportunity for our high
school youth. We would really like to
get some commitment soon from
some of our families, so take a look at
your calendars and talk to me, Pastor
Luke, or Bill Peterson about this life-
changing opportunity.

Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page...

Colorado Trip

Our Colorado trip was amazing. We had some truly incredible mountain top
experiences including sharing communion near a pristine mountain lake at
our campsite. We were challenged by a team high ropes course, white-
water rafting, and some difficult mountain backpacking even for the fittest
amongst us. But the most memorable moment for me was when we were
recovering from the hike into basecamp with everything from tents to
cookware on our backs up the steep mountain terrain, | asked the group,
“Does anyone think they can make it the rest of the way to the mountain
peak on their own?” Looking up at what appeared to be a treacherous
climb, no one, with the exception of our guide, thought they could do it
alone. Yet, every one of us made it to the top of that mountain the very
next day. We encouraged one another to eat and drink water when needed,
we set aside our pride and asked for breaks that the entire group benefited
from on the way up, and our group’s persistence and determination, plus
some good weather, made it possible for us to reach the peak as a group. It
was truly an exercise in what we can accomplish together, and a realization a? :
that sometimes things are out of our control so we depend on God. -

| am extremely grateful for each student and the uniqueness they brought to the trip. | am thankful for their open-
mindedness and positive attitudes (at least most of the time). And | so appreciate Matt Montgomery for his willingness
to co-lead with me as he brought a great hard work mentality and an attitude of fun and positivity. Lastly, thank you to
you, the congregation, for your donations that made this faith-building experience possible for our high school youth.
Be sure to ask our youth about Garden of the Gods, fishing for Cutthroat Trout, a 16 hour van trip through the night,
and everything else they experienced.

| look forward to our next youth trip, which we are planning to be to Guatemala!

A Possible Collaboration St. Ansgar’s

After being approached by some of our neighbor ELCA congregation’s leadership at St. Ansgar’s, we have met a couple
of times to begin brainstorming how we might be better together. We are still very much in the beginning stages of
why it might be good to collaborate and what that could look like. Nothing has been formally decided and nothing is
off the table as we are fully aware that there are both wonderful benefits of shared ministry and potential challenges.

Initial conversations have covered things like: doing youth ministry together — confirmation events and youth trips
similar to historic trips when local congregations traveled to the Boundary Waters together; collaborating on special
worship services like a Lessons and Carols with combined music ensembles; and even bigger hypotheticals like sharing
staff and resources by imagining what might be best for Cannon Falls and our two churches in the near and distant
future. If these kind of conversations energize you or if you have ideas, please connect with Pastor Luke or our
President, Bill Peterson, as we want as much community input as possible.

ISAIAH — Goodhue Conversation

On Monday, August 18, a few of us from First English joined about 20 members and pastors from ELCA Churches in
Cannon Falls and Red Wing to discuss some of the priorities and concerns people from Goodhue County share. It was a
listening session where people shared that they were concerned with how Medicaid cuts and ICE activity would
negatively impact rural communities. Additional concerns were shared about rights being taken away from vulnerable
individuals and more. It was a reminder that it is important for us to have difficult conversations together and that our
values should always be grounded in our faith which promotes love and dignity for ALL.

In Christ,
Pastor Luke
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YOUTH PROGRAM UPDATES

Vacation Bible School Recap

In June, 25 kids participated in a four-day Vacation Bible School led by Good Earth Village staff here at First English.
Each day kids played group games, worshipped, and had Bible study. On of the highlights was splashing Pastor Luke!
Thank you to our congregation members for helping check kids in, assist staff and make sure our kids were well fed.
GEV created a great environment where kids could learn about the Bible stories as well as play in a positive
environment.

FAITH FORMATION STARTING IN SEPTEMBER

Confirmation
We are gearing up for confirmation. Pastor Luke is looking forward to having a more active role in our confirmation
programming this fall as we look to learn together about our faith and what it means to be Lutheran!

It will be the same Wednesday night format as years previous: pizza supper at 6pm, large group at 6:30pm, small group
at 7pm, and a 30-minute worship at 7:30pm. All are welcome to join us for worship! Classes and worship will start on
Wednesday, September 17. October 8 will be the Fields of Faith event, an annual event led by FCA, where we will walk
over to the John Burch Field together after pizza; there will be no confirmation on October 15 due to MEA; and we will
be trying a new program on November 5 called “Breaking Down Barriers to Brain Health” an interactive mental health
awareness class led by NAMI. More detailed schedules will be sent to confirmation families.

Sunday School

Sunday School programming for our prekindergarten to grade 5 students will kick off on Sunday, September 21
following worship! Many have registered and most of our teachers are signed up and ready to go. If you haven’t
registered or are interested in teaching (even subbing), please contact Pastor Luke. This is a great 30 minutes for our
kiddos to learn about stories in the Bible and have some positive community time with games and crafts at church.
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND ANNIVERSARY PICNIC

First English celebrated our 125th Anniversary with an outdoor worship service
and congregational picnic on July 13 at the Lake Byllesby Pavilions. We had
special guests of past leaders including Pastor Phil, Pastor Chris, and Julie './ r

Rugness with over 90 persons attended. Thank you to all who planned,
provided, and participated at the worship and picnic.

This year marks the 125th year since First English Lutheran Church was
established by a small group of Lutherans who wished to worship in the English
language. This was on May 7, 1900. By June 17, 1900, a constitution was
adopted and, by May 7, 1905, a new church building was dedicated.
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In Memory of Kathy Neibeling

Chris and Glen Pofahl

Kay Sabin

Betty Nelson

Jim and Babe Nelson

Dar Qualle

Roland and Dort Spillman

Richard Miller/Rebecca Webber

Marvin Degerness
Marjorie Barnett
Rose Pedersen
Elvena Schmugge
Terese and Phil Ruud

In Memory of Bob Schlekewy
Steve and Debra Gesme

In Memory of Arletta Soule
Betty Nelson
Bev Stedman
KC Kimmes
Donna Kimmes
Roland and Dort Spillman
Doug and Lynn Larson
Chris and Glen Pofahl
Marlys Weber
Sandra Erickson
Michael/Steph Manos-Delkoski
Elizabeth Nolan
Rodney and Caryon Prink
Thomas and Lori Pesall
Keith and Betty Lu Johnson
Gary and Bonnie Otte
Laura Hemmah
Gary Soule
Ferdinand and June Volker
Jill and Paul Renslow
James and Lynn Gardner
Lorina Johnson
Scott and Brenda Safe
Larry Axelson
Diane and Bruce Brage
William and Lydia Midness
Julie Benrud Luhman
Dale and Carrie Carlson

Rodney and Bernadette Johnson

Pauline Nerison

Darlene Sundheim
Brenda and John Quilling
Paul Drackley

Phil and Terry Ruud
Scott and Tesha Johnson
Shelly and Craig Ritz
Tom and Stephanie Fox
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o) @ COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

June Meeting
The First English Lutheran Church Council met at their scheduled meeting on
June 19, 2025. Here are some highlights.

Approved the May 15, 2025 Council minutes.
Received Children, Youth, and Family Director Maddie Patterson’s Report.
Approved Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit.

Maddie Patterson formal farewell will be Sunday, July 27. Presentation of gift
during worship followed by special fellowship time.

Call committee: Anne Shoemaker reported that they have conducted four
interviews. One additional interview is scheduled. One candidate will be
returning for a second interview. Committee is very impressed with all the
candidates.

125" Anniversary: Phyllis Althoff reported that the anniversary T-shirts are at
the shop. We will be inviting former pastors, CYF directors, and other former
staff to join us a picnic.

Property Team: Austin Noble reported that six security cameras have been
ordered; he will work with Kathy Ehlers on placement. Jake Chapek will be
working on replacing damaged wood on storage shed and then painting.

CarePortal: Phil Jacobson shared update (via email): Tim Heroff, CarePortal
representative, presented to the CCIC Board on June 18. The CCIC has agreed
to move forward with the CarePortal initiative with Cannon Falls Schools as
the initial implementing partner. The CCIC will also be reaching out to the
Randoph school system to gauge their interest in a similar partnership. Phil
Jacobson will be receiving training from CarePortal on the system and process.
He will then coordinate the communication and training with area schools and
churches.

August Meeting
The First English Lutheran Church Council met at their scheduled meeting on
August 21, 2025. Here are some highlights.

Approved June 19, 2025, regular council minutes and closed session council
minutes.

Received Pastor Hollander’s written report and comments.

Received Foundation financial statement. The Foundation contributed
$2,590.13 to cover cost of Vacation Bible School. Scholarship monies will be
distributed in the fall.

Approved renewing First Farmer & Merchant’s time certificate at 4.01% for six
months.

Approved Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit.

Call committee: Anne Shoemaker reported that their preferred candidate has
accepted another call. They will continue interviewing candidates. Council
agreed that it was good to take the time needed to find the right person.

Approved one-year lease between FELC and the Cannon Falls Food Shelf with
September 1, 2025, start date and amount/payment schedule to be
determined in partnership with Food Shelf.

Continued on next page...
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Collaborating with St. Ansgar’s: Met on August 14; discussed possibilities such
as joint worship with musical groups, youth trips, etc. No concrete next steps
as they continue through their discernment/call process. Both groups open to
new ideas going forward.

God’s Work. Our Hands sign-up sheets for September 7 event are on
welcome table.

Personnel Policies: Pr. Luke and Personnel Committee are working on
updating/creating policies.

CF Breakfast Club: FELC will host four breakfasts, more if needed. Julie
Gergen will coordinate.

Faith and Life Conversations will be offered every other Sunday.

Finance Committee will begin budgeting process in October and will be asking
for input from ministry teams.

Love in Outreach have projects planned for the fall.

Property Team: Austin Noble continues working on installing six security
cameras and monitor. Limestone Fire and Security will conduct yearly
inspection of our fire alarm system and take over monitoring duty.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Johnson

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
Thursday, September 18, 2025

Tirnclal Rapoct

IN THE OFFICE—
CHURCH 360 TRAINING

The FELC accounting system, Church
360 Ledger, went through an upgrade
over the summer.

This updated accounting system now
works in conjunction with our current
Church 360 Members system, which helps us manage important membership
information, including household information; tags and smart groups; church
directory; calls, texts and emails options; offering entries; trends and reports;
and our church register. First English first started Church 360 Members in
2019 but moved to be fully integrated with Ledger in 2022.

The updated Ledger system offers double-entry accounting to help us stay on
top of our accounts and keep accurate digital financial records. It uses the
assets, liabilities, income and expenses account types and allows for
restricted and unrestricted asset accounts as well as equity accounting. It also
syncs with Members to track deposits from offerings. With the updated
Ledger, not only will it have the balance sheet reports and income and
expense reports, but it also allows for custom reports.

With this update working more closely with Members, the goal is to enable us
to track financial data to determine historic and future trends, quickly,
accurately and efficiently.

Training on the updated Ledger system as well as Members database updates
occurred over the summer months.
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Todd and Kathy Swanson
Jim and Babe Nelson
Dean and Marcia Kautz
Kevin and Beth Nerud
Cathy Rehm
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Dar Qualle
Sharon and Lowell Anderson
Sherrie/Joseph Vandenheuvel

In Memory of Jerry Serres
Betty Nelson
Roland and Dort Spillman
Chris and Glen Pofahl
Sharon Aamodt
Brian and LaNor McDonald
Tom and Stephanie Fox
Dar Qualle
Phil and Terry Ruud
Scott and Brenda Safe
Susan Fortino
Kevin and Beth Nerud
Jim and Babe Nelson

In Memory of Jan Barsness West
Stephen West

In Memory of Don Hanson
Bev Stedman
Betty Nelson
Chris and Glen Pofahl

In Memory of Tony Haga
Betty Nelson
Dick and Jane Peterson
Anne Haga
Ken and Betty Behnken
Karen Coakley

In Memory of Donna Kimmes
Roland and Dort Spillman
Brenda and David Deutsch
Betty Nelson
Bev Stedman

In Memory of Jim Pagel
Jim and Jan Edlund
Betty Nelson
Doug and Lynn Larson
Sarah and Donald Novotny
Bev Stedman

In Memory of Linda Norstad
Steve and Debra Gesme



SEPTEMBER 2025

SEPT 1, MON Labor Day
Church office closed

SEPT 3, WEDS

1 pm Staff Meeting

SEPT 4, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

SEPT 7, SUN

9 am Communion Worship

God’s Work. Our Hands Service Day

SEPT 9, TUES

10 am Women’s Group Gathering and
Bible Study

SEPT 10, WEDS

1 pm Staff Meeting

SEPT 11, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

SEPT 14, SUN Rally Sunday

9 am Worship

Rally Sunday Events

SEPT 17, WEDS

1 pm Staff Meeting

6 pm Confirmation Supper and Classes
SEPT 18, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

6 pm Church Council Meeting

SEPT 21, SUN

9 am Communion Worship

10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Classes &
Faith and Life Conversations

SEPT 24, WEDS

1 pm Staff Meeting

6 pm Confirmation Supper and Classes

SEPT 25, THU

3-6 pm CF Food Shelf

SEPT 28, SUN
9 am Worship
10:15-10-45 am Sunday School Classes

conversations

On Sunday, August 24, a group met to
plan this fall’s Faith and Life
Conversations to be held after
worship on the first and third
Sundays. Below are the topics for
upcoming conversations. Join us!

Sept 21 Friends of San Lucas Update
Oct5 Parenting in Today’s World
Oct19 Who was Martin Luther?
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JOIN US ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14!

It is that time of year. We will be kicking off our fall programming with Rally
Sunday again on September 14.

The kickoff to our fall programs will begin with worship with some of our
music ensembles. In the narthex, we will have an opportunity for you to see
what we are up to and to learn how to get engaged in ministries like Children,
Youth and Family Ministries, the Property Team, and Love in Outreach
Ministry. It will also be the last chance to get your kiddos registered for
Sunday School. In the Fellowship Hall, there will be treats and coffee and
something fun for the kids to do get our program year off to a good start.
Hope to see you all there!




